
  Chairman’s Message    
 
Fellow Republicans:  

As we move forward, to what may become one of the most sweeping 
elections of our generation, we need to remember that this type of sea 
change does not happen by accident. Instead this will be the result of lots of 
hard work. Sometimes that hard work comes years before any reward is 
reaped. It is a lot like a bamboo tree. It hardly grows for the first 4 years and 
on the 5th year it can grow 30 feet. 

I tell my children repeatedly, first the act – then the reward. In the case of 
politics the act is WORK. This work comes in many forms depending on our 
God given talents and passions. For some it is: 

� Stuffing envelopes. 
� Going door-to-door. 
� Making phone calls. 
� Waving signs on a street corner. 
� Calling friends and neighbors. 
� Writing a newsletter. 
� Planning a fundraiser. 
� Talking with the press. 
� Finding good conservative candidates. 
� And many other activities too numerous to list. 

But the one thing that is not work is COMPLAINING. 

� Complaining about what the Democrats are doing. 
� Complaining that those working for the same goals are not always 

doing it inside the Party structure. 
� Complaining that the press is always against us. 
� Complaining that someone we are working with is not doing it right. 
� Complaining that someone is not a real Republican. 
� And many other useless complaints too numerous to list. 

This will only be a watershed election if we all go out to work, and work 
TOGETHER. 

We are still looking for volunteers to take on the following: 

� Locate office space for this election cycle. 
� Help man the office when we get one. 
� Raise money for the DCRP. 
� Recruit good local conservative candidates for office. 
� Organize letter-to-the editor campaigns. 
� And many others that are only limited by your passion and talents. 

Step forward, roll up your sleeves and let’s work together to make this the 
special election cycle that I know it can be – in Deschutes County, in 
Oregon, and in the United States of America. 

– Troy 
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Meet Jason Conger 
Last October I announced my candidacy for State 
Representative here in Deschutes County—District 54. 
Since then many people have asked, “Why are you running 
and what do you stand for?” 

I am running because of the lack of leadership in Salem. 
Oregon desperately needs leaders willing to take on the 
tough issues facing our families and communities. Don’t get 
me wrong, there are a few truly excellent legislators, like 
Representative Gene Whisnant and Senator Chris Telfer. 
Unfortunately, they are in the minority. Too many of the 
people we have elected to lead us are applying band-aids to 
chronic problems that drive away jobs and businesses, drain 
our resources and leave Oregon weak. They are taking 
shortcuts and bending to special interests rather than 
offering real solutions that will strengthen our state. Consider 
these facts: 
� Oregon has the 6th highest unemployment rate in the 

country. 
� Deschutes County has the 4th highest unemployment 

rate in the state. 
� The Bend area’s unemployment rate is among the top 

20 in the entire country. 
� State spending in Oregon grew by a larger percentage 

than any other state. 
� Oregon is one of only seven states to enact income tax 

rate increases in 2009. 
But this is not really a story about statistics. In a way, it is 
more about the signs we see around town. For every 
‘foreclosure,’ ‘for lease’ or ‘short sale’ sign, there is a family 
who lost their home, and may be wondering how to put food 
on the table. Every ‘going out of business sale’ sign 
represents a life’s work lost or a dream that died. Many of 
our neighbors, friends and families are suffering in this 
recession. 

The private sector workforce is crumbling—Oregon has 
already lost more than 130,000 private sector jobs in the last 
two years. It is strange to think, with this as a backdrop, the 
public sector would go out on a hiring spree. But sadly, it 
has.  

Make no mistake, our state government is growing. It has 
been nearly a quarter century since the last reduction in 
state spending. Over the last four years, total spending has 
exploded, increasing over 30%. And contrary to all the 
misdirection about “spending cuts,” state spending actually 
grew by over 9% in the most recent budget. That means 
legislators enacted a budget that spends over $4.7 billion 
more than was spent in their last budget.    

Ronald Reagan Tribute Gala 
“Spreading the Principles of Freedom 

& Liberty to Every Generation” 

Featuring Karl Rove 
Author of the new book 

Courage and Consequence: 
My Life as a Conservative in the Fight 

Dinner  Silent Auction  Book Signing 

 
Friday, April 16, 2010  5:30 – 8:30pm 
Riverhouse Convention Center, Bend 

Tickets - $50 

For more information visit 
www.oregonreaganpac.com 

 

The Oregon Legislature took the position that if 
government just took more money from taxpayers, and 
spent more money, all of Oregon’s problems would go 
away. They won’t. This has never been, and will never 
be the answer. 

Instead, the state needs to spend our tax dollars more 
wisely. Our money needs to be spent in the most 
efficient and effective way possible in order to deliver 
the quality of services that we rightly expect to receive. 
This is not only possible, it is mandatory. And, ironically, 
it is no more than we are forced to do in our own 
families and businesses. 

More importantly, we need an active and vibrant 
economy with well paying jobs created by the private 
sector. Right now we routinely offer huge tax breaks, 
incentives, and other forms of corporate welfare to 
entice businesses to relocate here. That will not be 
necessary if we simply create a business environment 
that allows new ventures and homegrown businesses 
here in Oregon to grow and prosper. And we need to 
invest wisely in education at all levels to ensure that our 
children and our workforce stay competitive in the 
global economy. 

A strong economy and better educational opportunities 
combined with a more fiscally disciplined government 
will quickly—and permanently—solve the annual state 
budget “crisis” and make Oregon stronger. 

Ultimately, we need people willing to make tough 
decisions and fix the problems facing our state. I don’t 
have an answer for every problem. No one person 
does. But Oregonians are a resilient and resourceful 
people, and I know that no challenge is too great or too 
difficult for us to overcome. My promise to you is this: I 
will work with you and people across Central Oregon to 
find the answers.  

I am running to promote long-term solutions that will 
create jobs for local families, not band-aids and short 
term fixes that will leave us worse off next year—and 
every year after. I hope you will join me and get 
involved in my campaign. You can sign up at 
www.congerfororegon.com or call our campaign 
headquarters at (541) 317-8363. 

We have a lot of work to do, but together we can win in 
November. 

     – Jason 

Oregon Reagan PAC



 3

    Hat Tip to…     
 
Name: Donna McDonnell 

Husband: Jack 
Nieces/Nephews: Anne, Will, John, Paul, Janice, 
Diane, and Steve 

Favorite Politician: Ronald Reagan. He was a 
brilliant statesman and a wonderful man.  As George 
P. Shultz said, “Somehow he always seemed to 
know what to say.”   

Favorite Quote or Saying: “Most bad government 
has grown out of too much government.” –Thomas 
Jefferson 

Favorite Patriotic Song: God Bless America 

Why You're a Republican: My parents were very 
involved in the activities around them, and politics 
were very important to them. We learned at an early 
age the value of hard work and always taking care of 
yourself, and at the same time, giving back to the 
community. 

When You Became a Republican: When I was a 
youngster, the country had always had a Democrat 
for President.  Dwight Eisenhower ran for President, 
and I knew we had to get him elected. At my 
insistence, my father took me to Republican 
headquarters, we got all kinds of campaign literature 
for Ike, we went door-to-door all over the 
neighborhood with my friends, and so – Ike was 
elected President! 

What is Your Hope for the Republican Party? 
That we will be able to reign in the horrible spending 
spree we are on, and put the country back on fiscal 
responsibility. 

 

Patriots Sound Off 
By Brent Newman  
– The Lighting Czar 
 
American Made 

Over the past couple of years, I have been diligently 
seeking more domestic products to sell. It is 
unbelievably difficult to find American made products. 
In my world, only 5 out of well over 100 vendors claim 
to be American made. In other words, only five of them 
are willing to stand up and say, “American products 
are worth more money.”  

It’s time we start honoring these companies, and 
encourage our youth to embrace the art of American 
craftsmanship as they enter adulthood. As Americans, 
we need to come to grips with our own materialism 
and consumer addictions. We have grown to demand 
cheap toys, cheap clothes, and even cheap food, all 
the while accepting lesser quality in these items. 
Remember shoe repair shops? Remember when you 
bought quality American shoes and actually had them 
re-soled instead of throwing them away? 

When I think back to my own childhood, I remember a 
handful of quality toys that I played with over and over. 
Now as I look in my children’s bedrooms, I see so 
many toys it’s literally embarrassing. I could throw half 
of them away, and they’d never be missed. Our kids 
don’t seem to appreciate such abundance and their 
toys often lack the simplicity and quality of 
craftsmanship that helped to stimulate our 
imaginations when we were young. 

There seems to be a root cause to this problem. Have 
you heard of any high school or college students 
aspiring to learn a trade lately? I can’t remember the 
last time I met a youth who said they wanted to learn 
woodworking, blacksmithing, or anything hands-on. 
Somewhere along the line, it became uncool to 
produce something. Until we bring back the demand 
for American products, and American craftsmanship, 
who would risk starting a manufacturing business? 

With today’s youth, I hear goals of careers in sports 
medicine, psychology, and computer programming; 
and that’s all great, but again, nobody is making 
anything. If the next generation wants to work for 
Google, Amazon, or Microsoft, where does that leave 
our economy? Who will build our houses, fix our cars, 
or build our furniture? 

A college degree used to be a gateway to a specific 
career, now it is often used to discriminate between 
the “educated” and “non-educated.” This is a 
dangerous road to travel. America needs to bring 
honor and respect back to hands-on trades and 
manufacturing. We need to return to the mentality 
where we’re willing to pay good money for good 
products. Our consumer dollars need to flow to 
businesses that can help restore America. 

To help realize this goal, I will start with the man in the 
mirror.  

Brent Newman is the President  
of Design Lighting in Bend  
 

 

A Good Read   
 
American Grit – Tony Blankley 
Censorship: The Threat to Silence Talk Radio  

– Brian Jennings 
Comeback America – David M. Walker 
Conservative Victory – Sean Hannity 
Courage and Consequence: My Life as a 
Conservative in the Fight – Karl Rove 
Courting Disaster – Marc Thiessen 
Crisis in Command – John Yoo 
The End of Prosperity – Arthur Laffer 
Going Rogue – Sarah Palin 
Liberty & Tyranny – Mark. R. Levin 
Rendezvous With Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the 
Campaign That Changed America – Craig Shirley  
Saving Freedom – Jim DeMint 
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What’s Brewing? 
By Lucy Bracket 
Co-Chair Bend Tea Party 

The month of February has been a busy one for Central 
Oregonians who are part of the Bend Tea Party. Although the 
focus this year is for tea party organizations to prepare for 
"Judgment Day"—November 2, 2010; another priority is to 
continue exposing the bureaucrats for what they are, big 
spenders who continue to throw our state into deeper debt.  

An "Anti-Tax Day Rally" was held on the Capitol steps in 
Salem on February 15th. New and seasoned activists came 
from all over the state to participate in this event. There were 
an estimated 800 who arrived with their signs, banners, 
booths, and motorcycles. A variety of coalitions attended:  
Americans for Prosperity, Common Sense for Oregon, 
FreedomWorks, Project 912, Patriotic Resistance, Taxpayer 
Defense Project, and the Bend Tea Party. John Carrigg and 
Dennis Tooley coordinated a bus trip for Central Oregonians 
who wanted to “rally on" at the Salem event.   

A Tri-County Meeting was held February 16th in Redmond. 
The meeting brought together Republican central committees 
from Deschutes, Crook, and Jefferson Counties and a 
number of conservative coalitions from around our region, 
including Americans for Prosperity, the Bend Tea Party, and 
Central Oregon Patriots. Candidates for office were invited to 
speak, and Congressman Greg Walden and Russ Walker, 
Vice Chair of the Oregon Republican Party and Oregon 
Director of Freedom Works, gave the keynote speeches. 
Approximately 275 people from all over Central Oregon 
attended. Many thanks go out to organizers Dennis and 
Penny Tooley, and to Keith Rockow who arranged for his 
work place to be the meeting site.  

Both Greg and Russ gave compelling testimony as to “what is 
broken” and what must be done to turn our state and our 
country around. They also spoke about the significance of the 
tea party movement, which is on the hunt for principled 
candidates who “walk the talk” and demonstrate an 
adherence to core conservative values. Both gentlemen 
highlighted the need to expand the conservative base, and 
the importance of bringing in more Precinct Committee 
Persons (PCPs). 

A common thread between the guest speakers’ presentations 
and the introductions by the conservative coalitions on hand 
was simply this—we must come together on what we have in 
common if we are to make a difference and turn things 
around. It comes down to the ballot box, and it will take a 
concerted effort on everyone’s part to mount an extremely 
aggressive “Get Out the Vote” campaign. 

For everyone’s information, it must be stressed that the Bend 
Tea Party, as well as its affiliated organizations, do not intend 
to “anoint” a leader, to merge into a single organization, or to 
transform the tea party movement into a third party! Instead, 
the tea party movement represents a cross section of all 
parties, along with independents, who are concerned with the 
fiscal irresponsibility and deficit spending of recent years. The 
tea party movement and other like-minded groups can be 
valuable allies to support conservative Republicans who will 
work to reform government spending at all levels, and steer 
away from socialistic policies. 

For more information visit - http://bendteaparty.webs.com 

 

Right From the Start 
The Public Employee Unions  

Have Corrupted Oregon Politics 

By Larry Huss 

The KOIN 6 website carried a story several weeks ago 
about the upcoming “special” legislative session. It noted 
amongst other things: “More unemployment checks, a 
repeal of Oregon's ‘kicker check’ tax refund, increased 
spending and even a ban on plastic grocery bags are 
among the topics being discussed during the new 2010 
Special Session of the Oregon State Legislature.” 

* * * 
“One way the state government could get more cash is 
being proposed by Governor Ted Kulongoski. He wants 
the government to keep much of the money that now 
gets kicked back to citizens when state revenues 
significantly exceed expectations. That extra cash now 
goes back to taxpayers in the form of ‘kicker checks.’ If 
the legislature approves it, the issue would then go 
before voters in November. The legislature cannot repeal 
the kicker by itself, because it's in the state constitution. 
Thus, it requires a constitutional amendment—and those 
must be voted on.” 

Two weeks before the election on Measures 66 and 67 
I wrote:   

“Oregon business leaders are destined to fight this tax 
fight over and over and over again. They have won the 
fight the last two times and they may well win it again this 
time. However, until they are prepared to directly address 
the financial power of the public employee unions they 
will never win the war. The battle will be fought 
repeatedly until the business community loses. Then it 
will be fought anew at a higher level because the 
appetite for growth in numbers, salaries and benefits of 
the public employee unions is insatiable.”   

The ink was not even dry on the results of the election 
when Gov. Kulongoski called in leaders from the public 
employee unions and the business community seeking 
support for his proposal to raise even more revenue by 
eliminating Oregon’s cherished “kicker”—the amount by 
which taxes are collected in excess of budgeted need 
each year. The public employee unions’ leaders 
endorsed the proposal enthusiastically—why wouldn’t 
they since they are the primary beneficiaries of increased 
government spending? The business community, still 
licking its wounds from the passage of the massive tax 
increases in Measures 66 and 67, were more reticent—
and for good reason. They have seen the future and it is 
one of unchecked spending and continuous increases in 
fees and taxes, and all backed by the public employee 
unions’ massive campaign war chests. 

Oregon’s political system is broken. It lacks any 
semblance of a balance because one entity—the public 
employee unions—has access to virtually unlimited 
amounts of cash that it has demonstrated it is prepared 
to spend freely. No person or entity, or even a group of 
entities, can match the financial resources of the public 
employee unions—particularly on a recurring basis. 

Con’t next page
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District 53 Representative  
Gene Whisnant 

 
 
 

  
Dear Friends,  

When we read this article; the February 2010 
“emergency session” will have ended. This is the third 
even-year session I have attended. There were very 
few bills introduced or passed which I would consider 
emergency bills or which addressed our economic 
recession. There was a lot of using the session for 
political posturing by the Democrats to help their 
candidates in tight races. Also, with the super majority, 
the Democrats were able to allow some members to 
not vote for controversial bills. This is another of the 
reasons I voted NO on having this session until the 
people vote to have annual sessions.   

Again, for political purposes, the Democrat legislative 
leadership refused the Governor’s request to refer to 
the voters a “kicker” reform proposal. The Governor 
issued a statement he was disappointed in the 
legislative leadership not referring this to the voters.  
He stated “the people of Oregon deserve better.” I 
agree with the Governor; the people of Oregon need 
more Republicans in Salem. In my almost seven years 
as a legislator, I have never seen such retaliation by 
legislative leadership against other members and 
lobbyists. Some Democrat members have lost 
committee chairs and memberships due to votes, and 
lobbyists are being punished for their financial support 
against Measures 66 & 67. The Bend Bulletin and the 
Oregonian have reported on the vendettas against 
lobbyist Mark Nelson and the banking community. HB 
3700 was introduced to punish the banking industry 
and makes Republican legislators choose between two 
important community businesses which they support:  
 

 

 

Credit Unions and Community Banks. The bill gives 
credit unions equal standing with banks in 
competing for public fund repositories. Ray Davis, 
CEO of Umpqua Bank, said this bill is faulted 
“political gamesmanship” because it was introduced 
without notice and appears to be payback. He 
believes Oregon community banks are being 
punished “for standing up and voicing their opinion, 
for doing what they thought was right.”  

I was honored to meet with citizens from Deschutes 
County on Monday, February 15, attending the Tea 
Party demonstration at the Capitol. I have previously 
spoken at Tea Party rallies in Salem and in district. I 
respect this movement and agree with their 
arguments. I believe my record and my beliefs 
support their agenda. I was sent to Salem by the 
grassroots movement within the County Republican 
Party. Remember the County Republican Party gave 
me more votes than Ben Westlund to replace 
Senator Bev Clarno in 2003. I am the Oregon Chair 
of the American Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC). ALEC and my principals are “less 
government, free markets, individual freedoms with 
individual responsibilities, and federalism (state 
rights).” Also, my priority as a public servant is the 
people: to listen to them and help them. My hope is 
the Tea Party movement will find a home within the 
Republican Party or at least a partner and together 
we can restore common sense leadership in Salem 
that remembers we are the servant of the people 
and the people rule.   

I hope Oregonians will “remember Massachusetts” 
(anything is possible) in the November Election and 
send Republicans back to Salem as legislators in 
control and with a Republican Governor.  

Sincerely, honestly, and with respect, 

Gene Whisnant 

 

Huss –con’t 

The recent election on Measure 66 and 67 highlighted the disparity. The proponents of the massive tax increase outspent the 
opponents by over fifty percent. The vast majority of the proponents’ money came from the public employee unions and 
therein lies the rub. 

When the opponents needed money to finance the signature gathering and campaign they had to go out to contributors one 
by one and raise the money—a $100 here, a $1000 there. Yes, there were some large contributions from some large 
business entities but they pale in comparison to the million dollar contributions from the public employee unions.  

And while the opponents had to go one by one to their contributors, the public employee unions had the state and local 
government and the local school districts automatically collect and remit their money on a quarterly basis—over $60 million of 
it each biennium—every biennium. While the opponents had to beg and convince each contributor each time they asked for a 
contribution, the public employees unions have a mandatory collection from public employees each payday using the 
resources of the state and local government and the local school districts. 

The sheer volume of money available to the public employees unions coupled with the use of government resources to 
collect the mandatory contributions is what has unbalanced the political process. Until a means is found to return the public 
employee unions to the same footing as all other political organizations in terms of raising political money, Oregon political 
system will remain broken. 

Even though the public employees unions tend to support Democrats—almost exclusively—this is not about party politics. 
This is about political corruption where one entity utilizes the resources of the state to acquire political contributions on a 
mandatory basis and thereafter uses those contributions to ensure government benefits to itself. The public employee unions 
have run the state of California over the economic cliff and they have now pushed Oregon to the brink. 

No other political fight is worth pursuing until the corruption in Oregon’s political system is purged. 
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Greg Walden – Representative 2nd 
Congressional District 
 
Greg Walden’s Oregon Congressional 
Connection 

 
 
Last week President Obama and leaders from both sides of the aisle 
in Congress convened at the Blair House for a summit on health 
care. Viewers probably came away with a pretty good idea of where 
both parties stand on the issue.  

Both sides believe in reforming the health care system, but disagree 
on the best approach. The physicians in attendance — Rep. Charles 
Boustany (R-La, heart surgeon), Senator Tom Coburn (R-Okla, 
obstetrics), and Senator John Barrasso (R-Wyom, orthopedics) — 
along with others made a strong case for starting over and working 
on a bipartisan solution together. Real bipartisanship starts with a 
blank sheet of paper and a common goal with the focus on building 
agreement.  

In meetings with employers throughout our district over the last few 
weeks they expressed the need for reform, but are deeply concerned 
that the new mandates and taxes will cause even more loss of jobs. 
If you apply the White House’s own economic formulas to this 
measure, the result is a loss of five million jobs.  

I support common-sense proposals that allow the purchase of 
insurance across state lines to improve competition, curb junk 
lawsuits against doctors and hospitals that drive up costs for all of 
us, and create a risk pool to help people with pre-existing conditions 
afford coverage. Make it illegal for an insurance company to deny 
coverage to someone with prior coverage on the basis of a pre-
existing condition, and set up a new Universal Access Program so 
patients with preexisting conditions have access to affordable health 
care coverage. We need to make health insurance more portable. 
Give small businesses the power to pool together and offer health 
care at lower prices, just as corporations and labor unions do.  

The Bend Chamber of Commerce is showing just how important 
pooling is. A couple of years back, they asked for my support in 
convincing the Department of Labor to allow them to offer health 
insurance plans to its members — that’s roughly 1,300 businesses 
and their 27,000 employees. After nearly six years of work, the 
federal government finally gave the Chamber approval. It’s the first 
plan of its kind in the state. The result is that some employers may 
save up to about 20 percent on their costs, enough to hire or retain 
an employee or two. It all adds up to job creation, better healthcare 
coverage, and lower costs, all without a federal government 
takeover. 

And finally, in case you haven’t heard the disturbing news that the 
Aryan Nations wants to move its headquarters to John Day, let me 
just say that I couldn’t be more proud of the folks in Grant County 
and the way they have responded. As Oregonians, we need to stand 
with them and send a very clear message – that we don’t want the 
Aryan Nations and their philosophy in John Day, Grant County, or 
anywhere in Oregon, period.  

Remember you can follow me on Facebook (soon to establish its 
presence in Prineville!!) or on Twitter. I appreciate your feedback.    
Best regards,  
Greg Walden  

Note: This information is from a recently released newsletter by 
Representative Greg Walden who represents Oregon’s 2nd Congressional 
District – Central, Eastern, and Southern Oregon. Representative Walden is 
the only Republican in the Oregon congressional delegation. 

 

Business Corner  
Ever-Increasing Bureaucracies 

By Ron Wright 

Republitarian? No.  Repubalib? Nah.  Libertican? Nope.  
I guess I just need to stick with my old party and attempt 
to move it back to its founding principles. 

Hi. I’m Ron Wright, and I’ve been asked to write a 
column about myself, the aviation industry in Oregon, 
and share my thoughts about our current “situation.” To 
keep from boring you, I’ll be short about me:  

I’ve been in the aviation business since dirt was 
invented—at Boeing, Mooney Aircraft Company, and at 
Lancair (later changing its name to Columbia) where I 
was one of the folks who helped Lance Neibauer certify 
the next generation of aircraft. Cessna purchased 
Columbia in 2007 and I stayed with them. Then, as a 
result of the economy—not the least which had to do with 
our fine Democrat and weak-kneed Republican 
politicians—the tea leaves at Cessna were pretty much 
pointing toward Oz, er, Kansas. I left Cessna in January 
of 2009, at age 65, with my 401(k) looking like two quarts 
in a 55-gallon barrel. I was fortunate and almost 
seamlessly became employed at Quest Aircraft 
Company in Idaho. My home, my family, and therefore 
my heart, are still in Oregon. 

I’m a tad Right-leaning. As you can see, I’ve played with 
the word Libertarian, but always in the context of merging 
their beliefs into that of the Grand Old Party. Since the 
GOP has moved “leftward,” I have to admit that I started 
to pay attention to a lot of Libertarian dialogue because 
they seem more “Republican” than we do these days. 
So, like many who have been affected by the actions of 
the past decade of Democrat strength and Republican 
attempts to diddle for the middle, I am now angry enough 
to poke my head out of the Silent Majority and get noisy. 

I would estimate that the productivity of the United States 
is reduced overall by 30% due to regulatory bloat that is 
the result of Congress’ statutory mandates. This is one of 
many areas in which Congress is out of control. In 
aviation, I can personally attest to the FAA causing less 
safety and more cost to the public on an ever-increasing 
basis. It cost more than $16 million to certify the Lancair 
Columbia 300 aircraft—and about half of that was strictly 
due to regulatory demands that were not value-added. 
This kind of bloated power is exactly what the Founding 
Fathers worked so hard to mitigate. 

It is time for us to knock the socks off of our “O”-ponents, 
but it won’t happen until we erase the damage the past 
eight years have caused our image. We need to move 
Right on our platforms, our candidates, and especially 
our courage. I hear people saying, “I have principles, 
y’know!” Well, it is time for us to stand on them before the 
weight of bureaucracy stands on our heads and crushes 
us for good.  

We have one excellent Congressman – Greg Walden. 
Let’s give him some company. 

Ron Wright has worked in aerospace and aviation management 
for most of his career. He has been a resident of Bend for twelve 
years, and is currently working in Idaho as head of 
manufacturing for Quest Aircraft. While flying and other outdoor 
activities have played an important role in his life, volunteering 
has been equally important. Ron has been involved in 
community aviation related events, worked in counseling, and 
served on the Boards of several non-profit organizations. 
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Mad As Hell and Not Going to Take it Anymore 
By Jack Holt 

There is a lot of that going on these days and that sentiment has 
been conspicuously absent in politics up to this point. “Don’t get 
involved” was always an easy solution because someone might be 
offended by our views. There were so many other diversions which 
were much more fun than this seamy game of politics. So, we 
conveniently left it up to our ‘Public Servants’ to take care of 
business. Besides, what did our vote really mean? Well, the drastic 
change in direction this country has taken in the last year dictates it 
is time for our votes to count and our voices to be heard! 

Oregon is one of 35 state budgets that is upside down financially. 
There oughta be a law you say. Well there is, but only 15 states 
are obeying it. Our city budget is broken and cannot sustain itself. 
There was growth during our boom years but we are now providing 
lower levels of basic service as the growth rate of the total city 
budget shrinks. And what about the Federal Government? The 
amount of debt being created is beyond anything comprehensible 
and possibly beyond the ability of this country to sustain long term. 
There is little consolation that the problem is worldwide. As I write 
this article, the European Union is struggling under its own weight, 
as is the Euro. Japan, once an economic titan, has been in a 
financial funk for nearly 20 years. A drunk and crazy government 
bureaucracy has led to this fiscal irresponsibility. 

The people who have been elected did so by using the same tired 
emotional arguments, “People demand these services” is often 
stated; “If we don’t, who will?” and my favorite, “It’s for the 
children.” It seems to me that these services are offered as a way 
of creating dependence rather than providing necessary tools to 
help people to help themselves. Government self preservation is 
definitely at work here. Empires are much easier to build when it is 
done with other people’s money. 

Citizens from every race, the rich and poor, young and old, and 
men and women from all parts of the country are saying “Enough!” 
The abuses of ‘big’ government can no longer be tolerated. It is just 
and proper to be against these accelerating policies. But this 
movement is about more than just saying “No.” It is about saying 
what we are FOR -mainly a return to the principles of our 
Constitution. The government’s job is to protect citizens’ rights and 
recognize their power comes FROM THE PEOPLE. They need to 
remember public policy is created by elected officials, not 
regulators, and should understand free markets thrive best with 
minimal government intervention, and that the interests of the 
United States must supersede the authority of foreign 
governments.  

Now comes the tough part. The folks saying “No More” are looking 
for allies in their effort. They know this is not about race or political 
parties – this is about preserving the heart of America. Groups are 
popping up everywhere. Why? What are they looking for? I believe 
they want to be represented by those who stand for the core values 
they hold dear, the ones that Republicans used to practice, but 
have abandoned in the last few years. These values are our 
values, and it seems to me the way to bring everyone back 
together is to walk the walk, and not just mouth the words. 

Jack Holt has lived in Bend since 1954 and is a graduate of Bend Senior 
High, the University of Oregon, and the General Motors Dealer 
Management School in Flint, Michigan. He served in the United States 
Army after formal schooling, and returned to Bend to begin his automotive 
career at Murray & Holt Motors in 1965. Jack has been married to Heidi 44 
years and their sons Norm and Tim are active in the business. He is 
currently a member of the Bend Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
and is their immediate past chairman. 

 

    Stay Informed 
 
American Spectator – www.spectator.com 
American Thinker – www.americanthinker.com 
Big Government – http://biggovernment.breitbart.com/ 
Claremont Institute – www.claremont.org  
CNS News – www.cnsnews.com 
The Daily Caller – www.dailycaller.com  
Front Page – www.frontpagemag.com  
GOP Daily Updates – www.egopnews.com 
The Hill – http://www.thehill.com/ 
Heritage Foundation – www.heritage.org  
Hot Air – www.hotair.com 
Human Events – www.humanevents.com 
Imprimus – www.hillsdale.edu 
Investors Business Daily – www.investors.com  
Keep America Safe – www.keepamericasafe.com 
National Review – www.nationalreview.com 
Newsmax – www.newsmax.com 
Oregon Transparency – www.Oregon.gov/transparency 
Red State – www.redstate.com 
Real Clear Politics – http://www.realclearpolitics.com/ 
Town Hall – www.townhall.com 
The Weekly Standard – www.weeklystandard.com 
World Net Daily – www.wnd.com 

 
 

 

Americans for Prosperity 
www.americansforprosperity.org 
Bend Tea Party 
http://bendteaparty.webs.com 
Central Oregon Patriots 
www.copatiots.com  (Project 9/12) 
Common Sense for Oregon 
www.commonsensefororegon.com 
FreedomWorks 
www.freedomworks.org 
Oregon Liberty Coalition 
www.oregonliberty.ning.com 
Oregon Tea Party 
www.oregonteaparty.com 
Patriotic Resistance/Oregon Patriots 
www.resistnet.com/group/oregon 
Taxpayer Defense Project 
www.taxpayerdefenseproject.com 

 
 

Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely exercised for 
the good of its victims may be the most oppressive.

 – C.S.Lewis
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Federal State County 
 
President Barack Obama (D)  
The White House1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
Comments: 202-456-1111 
Fax: 202-456-2461 
whitehouse.gov/contact/  
 
Senator Jeff Merkley (D) 
One World Trade Center 
121 SW Salmon Street, Suite 1250 
Portland, OR 97204 
Eugene: 541-465-6750 
Medford: 541-608-9102 
Pendleton: 541-278-1129 
Portland: 503-326-3386 
Salem: 503-362-8102 
DC: 202-224-3753 
Fax: 541-389-4452 
Fax:  503-326-2900 
merkley.senate.gov/contact/contact.cfm 
 
Senator R. Wyden (D) 
Bend Office 
The Jamison Building 
131 NW Hawthorne Ave Suite 07 
Bend, OR 97701 
Bend: 541-330-9142 
Eugene: 541-431-0229 
La Grande: 541-962-7691 
Medford: 541--858-5122 
Portland: 503-346-7526 
Salem: 503-589-4555 
DC: 202-224-5244 
Fax: 202-228-2717 
wyden.senate.gov/contact/  
 
Representative Greg Walden (R) 
1051 NW Bond St., Suite 400 
Bend, OR 97701 
Bend: 541-389-4408 
La Grande: 541-624-2400 
Medford: 541-776-4646 
DC: 202-225-6730 
Fax: 202-225-5774 
http://walden.house.gov/ 
 

 
Governor Ted Kulongoski (D) 
160 State Capitol 
900 Court St 
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047 
503-378-4582 
Fax: 503-378-6827 
governor.oregon.gov  
 
Senator Chris Telfer (R) 
900 Court St. NE, S-423 
Salem, OR 97301 
503-986-1727 
Bend office 541-678-3369 
sen.christelfer@state.or.us 
 
Representative Judy Stiegler (D) 
900 Court St. NE, H-489 
Salem, OR  97301 
(503) 986-1454 
rep.judystiegler@state.or.us  
 
Representative Gene Whisnant (R)  
900 Court St. NE, H-471 
Salem, OR 97301 
503-986-1453 
rep.genewhisnant@state.or.us 

Deschutes County Board of 
Commissioners  
541-388-6570 
board@co.deschutes.or.us 
Tammy Baney (R) 
tammyb@deschutes.org  
Dennis Luke (R) 
dennis@co.deschutes.or.us  
Alan Unger (D)  
alanu@co.deschutes.or.us 
 
 
GOP contacts 
 
Deschutes County GOP 
www.deschutesrepublicans.org 
Oregon GOP  www.orgop.org  
National GOP www.gop.com 
 

Deschutes County 
Republicans 
P.O. Box 5265 
Bend, OR 97708 
541-385-0456 
 

 

To receive this newsletter via e-mail please sign up at www.deschutesrepublicans.org 
Published by the Deschutes County Republican Party 

Announcing the Tea Party Express III: Just Vote Them Out! Tour 
Join us for the biggest national tour to date. Beginning March 27, with a Mega Rally in Searchlight, NV (hometown to Harry Reid) 
featuring guest speaker Sarah Palin, we will take this message across the nation and all the way to the White House on April 15th: 

“You the politicians in Washington, have failed We The People with your bailouts, out-of-control 
deficit spending, government takeovers of sectors of the economy, Cap & Trade, government-run 

healthcare, and higher taxes! If you thought we were just going to quietly go away, or that this 
Tea Party movement was just a passing fad, you were mistaken. We’re taking our country back!”  

Join us as we tell Congress and the White House: “Enough!” See www.teapartyexpress.org for tour details.  
To join the Bend caravan please contact: Scott Waters – swatersmoto@gmail.com or 541.318.5134. 

Do You Have an Issue On Your Mind? 
 

Write a Letter to the Editor 
Bend Bulletin: bulletin@bendbulletin.com 
The Oregonian: letters@news.oregonian.com 
Redmond Spokesman: lpugmire@redmondspokesman.com
Sisters Nugget: editor@nuggetnews.com 
The Source: letters@tsweekly.com 

 
Call a Radio Talk Show Host 
Lars Larson:   1-866-509-5277 
Rush Limbaugh:  1-800-282-2882 
Sean Hannity:   1-800-941-7326 
Laura Ingraham:  1-800-449-8255 
Mark Levin:   1-877-381-3811 
Dennis Miller:   1-866-993-3664 

 

  
Our Elected Officials 
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